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Overview
• Quiz
• What is phonics?
• Why teach phonics?
• Read Write Inc
• What you can you 

do at home to help. 
• Resources 



How many 
letters are in 
the English 
Language?



How many 
letters are in 
the English 
Language? 26



How many 
sounds are 
in the English 
Language?



44

How many 
sounds are 
in the English 
Language?



How many 
graphemes 
(letter/s-
sound 
combinations) 
in the English 
Language?



250

How many 
graphemes 
(letter/s-
sound 
combinations) 
in the English 
Language?



How many 
sounds are  
in the 
Spanish 
language?



24

How many 
sounds are 
in the 
Spanish 
language?



So how do 
we teach this 

confusing 
language,

simply...



What is 
phonics

S – p – ea – k – i - ng



• Used by 5000 schools world-wide

• Explicit and engaging approach 
to phonics instruction 

• The books and resources are really 
fun

• Books are written by well known 
children's authors like Julia 
Donaldson

Read 
Write inc.



Why we love it! 

85 % were working at age expectations or beyond compared to 
just over 50 % the previous year



Why we love it! 



Year round program

3 days a week (excl. Monday)

40 minute sessions (9:10-10:00)

All students' individual 
needs are 

met! 

Flexible groups with term & half-term assessments (6 weeks)

How we do it



Red and 
green 
words

Ditties Storybooks

Letter-sound 
mnemonics 

Handwriting 
rhymes 

does

Phonics language – consistency is key!

SegmentingBlending

GraphemePhoneme

e
c a  t c - a  - t



/b/ /d/ /f/ /g/ /h/ /j/ /k/ /l/ /m/ /n/ /ng/

/p/ /r/ /s/ /t/ /v/ /w/ /y/ /z/ /th/ /th/ /ch/

/sh/ /zh/ /a/ /e/ /i/ /o/ /u/ /ae/ /ee/ /ie/ /oe/

/ue/ /oo/ /ar/ /ur/ /au/ /er/ /ow/ /oi/ /air/ /ear/ /ure/

The Process – how to say the 44 sounds



The Process - sounds 
Set 1 sounds: Teach letter formation, one letter makes one 
sound 

Set 2&3: Teaches alternative common spellings using 
ryhmes and actions 



Merging or ‘blending’ the sounds in the 
order in which they are written to 

pronounce the word 

C     U     P 

The Process – blending



How many words can you 
make?

s  a  t  p  i  n  m  d 

The Process – blending. Have a go



How many words did you 
make?

The Process – blending. Have a go



The Process – pre phonics



How to help 
your child at 

home.

1. Practise the 
sounds each day 
Use Mr Thorne does phonics if you 
don’t know the sounds or English is 
your second language.
https://www.youtube.com/channel
/UC7sW4j8p7k9D_qRRMUsGqyw

2. Practise reading the 
green and red words from 

the lists we send home. 

3. Talk to your child  
(a lot)

4. Read to your 
children (a lot)

5. Listen to your 
child read (a lot)

6. Use songs and 
nursery rhymes to 
build phonemic 
awareness.



THANK YOU!
´The beautiful thing about learning is that no 

one can take it away from you´.

B.B. King


